
Lenten Reflection – Week 2 

 “What Jesus saW from the Cross” 
 

+Day 8+ 

“And just as He associates Himself with the prophecies of which His mission is the fulfillment, so also 

He gazes forward into the mysteries of the future. The time that is to come appears to Him as though 

it were present. Both past and future meet Him as He walks His path, for His path is set in eternity. 

All that He has to do and to suffer is already written in the book of God, and men also had written it 

on earth. But the consequences that are to come are no less foreseen. These, too, He sees with the 

seers; and in His turn He prophecies what is to come... And now Jesus looks with tenderness upon 

Zion, that mysterious link between two worlds, Zion that is so humbled now and already perhaps a 

little forlorn. He sees there His first beginnings, for Zion was the cradle of His race. In the conqueror 

and ruler of that little land of symbols, in the vanquisher of Goliath, in the sorrowful and merciful 

father of Absalom, in the zealous promoter of divine worship and the sublime spokesman of religious 

souls in every age, He sees the type of Himself as the everlasting spiritual King. At the two extremities 

of that genealogical tree whose fruit is the Cross there stand David and Jesus, the type and the 

fulfillment, the sacrifice foretold and the sacrifice accomplished. That which the joyous Psalmist 

announces in exultation, Christ fulfills in pain." 

+Day 9+ 

If every devout Israelite in contemplating Jerusalem saw only the Temple, then we must believe that 

Jesus, zealous as He was for His Father's honor and ever prostrate in adoration before Him, gazed 

from His cross at the house of His Father in a spirit of ardent worship, mingled with unspeakable 

sorrow. His Cross was situated to the west and His face was turned almost exactly the same direction 

as the Temple, of which He thus saw only the back. Given the season of the year and the time of day, 

the shadow of the Cross would, if extended, have covered the sacred edifice and the altar beyond... 

Now that the altar of the universe is erected, and the real victim so often typified in the sacrifices of 

the Temple at last installed upon it, the shadow reaches forth and joins the ancient figures. What in 

the Temple had been hidden and hedged around with symbols, on the Cross now stands unveiled. 

What had been foretold in mystery is now made manifest to the world. The prelude dies away to a 

silence which heralds the eternal canticle. The religious stronghold of Israel, which to this day stands 

high in the divine history of the world, yields slowly to the weight of the humble and irresistible 

Cross." 

 

 

 



+Day 10+ 

"As Jesus hangs there dying and beholds this Temple, which is also dying, does He not go back in His 

mind over its past history, as dying people are wont to do? And what a long history it is that will come 

to an end with the destruction of this famous Temple, which no less than three times has risen under 

different forms to a new life! ... The Temple is the symbol of Israel in all its phases of glory and 

humiliation, of loyalty and crime... What are the thoughts of our suffering Savior as He gazes for the 

last time upon this great monument with all that it symbolizes and portends? This is an inexhaustible 

subject of surmise. In this Temple the smoke of the adoring incense is still rising in the air, the echo of 

the Psalms can still be heard; the rites which had once lived a mysterious life borrowed from His are 

now barely dead ... Events had long since given their verdict. Israel had been warned. The prophets 

had often said what one of them proclaimed with such vigor and force. 'Even so,' said Jeremiah, as he 

violently broke a potter’s vessel in the sight of the ancients and priests, 'even so will I break this 

people, and this city, as the potter’s vessel is broken which cannot be made whole again.' Then came 

John the Baptist, crying out in the twilight between prophecy and fulfillment. 'For now the ax,' he 

said, 'is laid to the root of the tree.' The final admonition was given by Jesus Himself. A week before 

the final catastrophe He warned His disciples... 'Seest thou all these great buildings? There shall not 

be left a stone upon a stone, that shall not be thrown down.'” 

+ Day 11+ 

How mournfully must Jesus now look for the last time upon this scene of animation and prosperity, 

upon this busy city, with its noble porches and towers. He sees the day when the plain and the two 

long hills upon which the city stands will be a desert; when all this glittering beauty will be desolation; 

when what remains of Zion behind the proud basilica will seem like a city overturned, its soil above 

the ground and its life hidden beneath: nothing to be seen but holes, caves, and tombs — silence, 

ashes, death... Instead of busy tumult there will be a mournful peace. Weeds will sprout between the 

worn paving stones of the Holy of Holies. Upon the rock where the altar of holocausts is now 

enthroned a Moslem mosque will rise, as if in prohibition: 'Israel shall not adore where she has 

betrayed.' Israel will bewail her fate by the ruins of the outer walls. The Wailing Wall will be her 

consolation, even while strangers mock this crumbling relic of the holy Zion of long ago. And 

meanwhile the Crucified, who now gazes on the city with bloodshot eyes, who groans in pain, seeming 

at times to collapse and allow the night to descend upon His soul — meanwhile the Crucified will have 

become great. The Tree planted on this humble mound will have driven its roots deep into the center 

of the earth. Its branches will reach the heavens, and that greatness of Israel which is so soon to pass 

away, that material greatness which is full of deceit and treachery, will be replaced by a spiritual 

greatness that will bring blessings to the universe. Jesus is the cornerstone of a new Temple 'not made 

with hands.' 'The stone which the builders rejected will become the cornerstone,' and also 'no man can 

lay any other foundation save that which hath been laid, which is Christ Jesus.'" 

 

 

 



+ Day 12 + 

“‘Jesus, knowing that His hour was come, that He should pass out of this world to the Father, having 

loved His own that were in the world, He loved them unto the end.' This sublime prelude is always an 

appropriate introduction to any consideration of the events of Holy Thursday... The scene of this 'end' 

of love was an upper room on Mount Zion, which we call the Cenacle, directly south of Calvary, and 

situated to the right of Jesus as He hangs upon the Cross, at a distance of half a mile. The earliest 

Christian traditions make the disciples the owners of the house in which the institution of the 

Eucharist and the descent of the Holy Spirit took place... Jesus wishes these two manifestations to 

produce a lasting impression... It is fitting that the institution of the Eucharist and the descent of the 

Holy Spirit should occur in the same place, for they are fundamentally the same thing. They are two 

sacraments, but they produce the same effect; they are like two breaths of the same atmosphere... the 

Spirit gives life to those who unite themselves with the body of Jesus according to His will, in that 

mystical unity which is the fruit of His Passover. From the point of view of the Church, too, another 

reason of a similar kind is given by the third-century treatise, the Didascalia [or 'Teaching'] of the 

Apostles: 'Just as in the upper room was first celebrated the mystery of the Body and Blood of our 

Lord (afterwards to govern the whole world), so in the upper room began the preaching of His Gospel 

(afterwards to rule the universe).'” 

+Day 13+ 

“The Cenacle is truly for Jesus the Bethlehem of His work, as that tiny village was the Bethlehem of 

His birth; the Cenacle is the second 'House of Bread.' There on the preceding evening the banquet of 

the universe was spread; from thence in a few days will go forth the power of the Spirit that sets all in 

motion... Perhaps the most striking thing about the Passion is the intermingling of two currents of 

events, the one bearing upon the present and pushing it inexorably to the fatal climax, the other 

arranging the future and sowing the seeds of eternal life in the universe of souls. While in the court of 

Caiaphas and in the Sanhedrin men are debating how Christ may be slain, Christ Himself, only a few 

yards away, devises the means whereby He may live forever on earth. In the very moment in which He 

seems to be captured in Judas’ trap, Christ is fully master of His fate. He disposes the manner of His 

sacrifice and the commemoration that shall be made of it, as well as the part that each one of the 

faithful shall take in it for all time. It is as though there were two independent designs. But in reality 

the one dominates the other, and that one is not the design of Caiaphas. There are two plans, but 

God’s plan is not thwarted by the plan of men, for men are His instruments. Men serve His purpose... 

What a light this throws upon the transcendence of God’s activity and upon the workings of His 

Providence!... The institution of the sacrifice and of the new priesthood, the promulgation of the new 

commandment, the promise of the Holy Spirit who should come to strengthen the Church, the final 

outpourings of His heart — all this called for a strict and what, for all its tenderness, might be called 

an official intimacy. Into this circle of privileged beings He admits none save those whom He has 

chosen as associates in His work, His friends in the ritual sense, the preachers and the bishops of the 

morrow.” 

 

 

 



+ Day 14 + 

"Jesus reclines in the place of honor, as befits the rabbi. The Twelve — Judas included — are ranged 

around the table at each side of Him... Jesus speaks, and His first words are these: 'With desire have I 

desired to eat this Passover with you, before I suffer'... Now He is about to die and the imminence of 

the end, the thought that soon He must leave those whom He loves, calls forth the unrestrained 

outpourings of His loving heart... Jesus has ardently desired to eat this Passover, this last Passover 

which is on the brink of the kingdom of Heaven, the Passover of the new era in which the Crucified 

will reign. This night and the morrow are to be marked by functions of gloom and sorrow; but they 

will open with a Mass of joy... While the lamb was being eaten, the head of the family had to explain 

solemnly the symbolic meaning of the food set before them. The lamb commemorated the redemption 

and the salvation of Israel when the angel was bringing death to every dwelling. The mixture of 

cooked fruits, in its reddish sauce, signified the mortar of Pithom and Rameses during the days of 

hard labor in Egypt. The bitter herbs recalled the anguish of those days, while the azyme, or 

unleavened bread, signified the haste with which their ancestors had fled from the land. Jesus can 

invest this teaching with a new significance. He indeed knows who is the Lamb of the true Passover, 

from what slavery and anguish He is going to deliver us, and what this swift journey is upon which the 

new Israelites are to embark. They are to pass from evil to good, from spiritual slavery to the freedom 

of sons, from the kingdom of Satan to the kingdom of God on earth, and from this earth to Heaven... 

Wishing to leave a great example of what He has always presented as the sum total of His teaching, 

and to interpret beforehand His spiritual banquet in the sense of that unity which He has come to 

establish, He rises from the table. He takes off His cloak and girds His loins with a cloth. Taking the 

vessel of water with the basin... and begins to wash their feet.... Resuming His cloak and taking His 

place once more at the table, Jesus now explains the act which He has performed, and His words are 

full of exalted teaching... And now in the midst of this discourse, which together with the washing of 

the feet has aroused the emotions of the Twelve to a high pitch of emotion, comes a stage in the repast 

which drives home these teachings and gives the symbols their full meaning. It is the moment of the 

institution of the Eucharist." 


