
January Reflections from Pope Francis… 

January 3rd -- 9th 

"We will entrust the life of the Church, all humanity, and the entire cosmos to the Lordship of Christ, asking him to 
pour out his mercy upon us like the morning dew, so that everyone may work together to build a brighter future. 
How much I desire that the year to come will be steeped in mercy, so that we can go out to every man and woman, 
bringing the goodness and tenderness of God! May the balm of mercy reach everyone, both believers and those far 
away, as a sign that the Kingdom of God is already present in our midst!" 

—Pope Francis 

January 10th -- 16th 

"The manifestation of the Son of God on earth marks the beginning of the great time of mercy, after sin had closed 
the heavens, raising itself as a barrier between the human being and his Creator. With the birth of Jesus the heavens 
open! God gives us in Christ the guarantee of an indestructible love. From the moment the Word became flesh it is 
therefore possible for the shepherds of Bethlehem, for the Magi of the East, for the Baptist, for Jesus' Apostles, and 
for St. Stephen, the first martyr, who exclaimed: 'Behold, I see the heavens opened!' (Acts 7:56). And it is possible 
for each one of us, if we allow ourselves to be suffused with God's love, which is given to us for the first time in 
Baptism by means of the Holy Spirit. Let us allow ourselves to be invaded by God's love! This is the great time of 
mercy! Do not forget it: this is the great time of Mercy!" 

— Pope Francis 

January 17th--23rd 

The practice of pilgrimage has a special place in the Holy Year, because it represents the journey each of us makes in 
this life. Life itself is a pilgrimage, and the human being is a viator, a pilgrim traveling along the road, making his way 
to the desired destination. Similarly, to reach the Holy Door in Rome or in any other place in the world, everyone, 
each according to his or her ability, will have to make a pilgrimage. This will be a sign that mercy is also a goal to 
reach and requires dedication and sacrifice. May pilgrimage be an impetus to conversion: by crossing the threshold 
of the Holy Door, we will find the strength to embrace God's mercy and dedicate ourselves to being merciful with 
others as the Father has been with us." 

— Pope Francis 

January 24th - 30th 

“With our eyes fixed on Jesus and his merciful gaze, we experience the love of the Most Holy Trinity. The mission 
Jesus received from the Father was that of revealing the mystery of divine love in its fullness. 'God is love' (1 John 
4:8,16), John affirms for the first and only time in all of Holy Scripture. This love has now been made visible and 
tangible in Jesus' entire life. His person is nothing but love, a love given gratuitously. The relationships he forms with 
the people who approach him manifest something entirely unique and unrepeatable. The signs he works, especially 
in favor of sinners, the poor, the marginalized, the sick, and the suffering, are all meant to teach mercy. Everything in 
him speaks of mercy. Nothing in him is devoid of compassion.” 

- Pope Francis  

 

 


